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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central Intel]igence o

FROM: " Herbert E. Hetu |
‘ - Assistant for Public Affa1rs :

SUBJECT: Proposed Telev1510n Series by e
: Gordon McLendon ~

 Attached is a Memorandum for the Record,concérning
Gordon McLendon's visit with the DCI on 3 March, and a copyii5f
of the written proposal given to Admiral Turner during that
visit. I am also attaching a copy of the exchange of corres- |
pondence between the DCI and Mr. Bush on this subject whlch
'may be of 1nterest in connect1on with Mr. Bush's v151t
tomorrow afternoon. ' '

. Herbert E. Hetu
,Attachments als | .

cc (w/Memo for Record and Proposal only)
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8 March 1978

? MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

REFERENCE: Memorandum to Adm1ra1 Turner from Messrs Gordon MclLendon
and Fred Weintraub (attached) dated 3 March 1978

 STATINTL ‘ ‘ STATINTL .

- STATINTL

Admiral Turner] and T met on 3 March 1978 w1th _
Messrs. McLendon, Weintraub, Mrs. Weintraub, and | =
At the meeting, the guests presented their proposal for a tefevision
series tentat1vely entitled, "The CIA." They presented the ref
memorandum and, in the d1scuss1on, made the p01nts conta1ned in that -

- memorandum.

They stroneg reemphas1zed that they were seek1ng neither CIA

-~ approval nor endorsement of their project, but that they were seekwng L
Agency cooperat1on to the extent possible.

The DCI expressed himself generally in favor of such a proaect
and instructed me to pursue the matter further with the visitors.

land 1 continued the discussions with the v1s1tor5"

_after the meeling with the DCI. " The visitors made the fo]]ow1ng
add1t1ona1 po1nt5° o .

1. They are now th1nk1ng in terms of six 2- hour ep1sodes
and would probably offer this 1dea 1n1t1a11y to CBS.

f2. McLendon and Weintraub noted that they are f1nanc1a11y
independent and thereforefree from potential 1nterference

by others.

3. It was proposed that the the beginning and/or end of
each episode a message be conveyed saying either that -
the episode was authenticated by AFIO or that it was
reviewed for security clearance by CIA. I said we
would want to think about this and discuss it further.

4. Scripts would be offered to the Agency for security

review. In case of Agency objections, scripts would
be withdrawn or altered without protest.
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5. The Agency's pr1nc1pa1 contribution, hopefu]ly,
would consist of providing information, such as
- anecdotes, that would be useful in the preparat1on :
of episodes for the series.

6. [ Iproposed production of short footage .
- STATINTL . LEEEWTﬁg The DCI getting into and out of his car at
: the White House and the Agency, respectively, to

be shown at the beginning and end of each ep1sode
- My response was negative.

We agreed to. meet again at the Agency for a genera1 d1scuss1on
. on 28 March .

—__Herbert E. Hetu ) _ o B
: R  STATINTL

.
A DHDP21MANARNBE N0 OO0 S20()
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FROM: ~ Mr. Gordon McLendon ~ DATE: 3 March 1978
' L ~ Mr. Fred Weintraub : - .

To: . Admiral Stansfield Turner
- SUBJECT: o Proposed TV Series as Outlined Herein = o
: : L L ' STATINTL

(1) Mr. McLéndon and Mr. Yeintraub seek the CﬁALs_gggggrgj;dn-'. '
relative to their production of a TV series in which will'

be involved as a Technical Advisor.

* _Mr. licLendon is a member of the Association of Former Intelligence
' Officers and a former ONI officer. A copy of the Congressional Record, - L
in which his recent speech defending U.S. Intelligence Forces is inserted , - ‘
by Senator Barry Goldwater and also by Senator Jennings Rardolph, is in T
. the Admiral’s possession. .= - ) T B A S
STATINTL T e e e

- - e @ - mw e s simr e, me e FO U O A s Ceo.m ‘wm e e e

" . former Presiderr_nf;IhE_A§§921g%T5ﬁ'5T'FUTmET‘THTETTTQE"CE-UTTchru and .
~ the author of which was cleared by the Central Intel-
‘Jigence Agency. Mr. Weintraub, former Vice President of Warner Brothers,

-  has produced 18 films in the last ten years for every major studio.STAﬂNTLj_{}l?'

© - (2) The Admiral's attention is called to the following quotétibn N
~ from a speech from an article by John A. McCone, former Director of -
Central Intelligence. - : = . B :

"In my opinion, the noise has been so great and the image
of CIA has become so tarnished that changes must be made
- to extinguish, as much as possible, criticism, to restore
" confidence and to provide an on-going dynamic foreign .
. intelligence service. But no changes will be useful unless - i
. the Congress, the press and electronic media, and the public - :.-° "~
. can feel assured that the nation's entire intelligence o
. service, in playing its part.to ensure the well-being of ,
S “ our nation, will always confine its operations to acceptable .-
~ STATINTL -~ " moral and legal standards.” B S o

- (3) Messrs. McLendon, and Weintraub do not seek either
- the approval or endorsement OT UTE CI jn.any connection with the proposed
TV ;and/or theatrical series; rather, we seek the cooperation of the Agency
fo whatever furthest 1imit the Agency deems possible. We point out here
that it is our desire to produce a program that: . - B
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‘ '  (a) - Presents the CIA in a positive Tight, and
(b) Does not jeopardize'nationa] security.

The program would hopeful]y be one that would; as nearly as posswb]e,
resemble a program which the CIA itself might produce were it so inclined.
We are aware that the Agency has been approached by numerous other parties .
]ook1ng toward the possibility of a similar series. Whether the Agency
gives this particular proposa] its cooperation or not, it is worthwhile
pointing out that the Agency is now being publicized, in most cases ina
questionable light, by such projects as "Three Days of the Condor," c
"The Company,” and other too numerous to mention. We submit that there is

' no reason why the three individuals submitting this memorandum should not,

as patriotic Americans, fight back in defense of the CIA and other U.S.
intelligence organizations. In fact, failing CIA's cooperation with this
project; the Agency runs the risk that others may simply launch upon a

L _proaect of s1m11ar nature far 1ess des1rab1e to the Agency. -_;~,53,u .’Alfyvi'J>;

o (4) At either the beg1nn1ng or the end, or both, of the proposed :iﬁ ‘.,:.»
: ~ﬂ%\jser1es the- fol]ow1ny'wurdage 15 at thTS moment contempﬂated- --j“<1’_> e Rt

(a) '"Th1s ep1sode is based in fact on the exper1ences of
- a U.S. Intelligence Officer, and has been authent1cated
L ?y th§ Assoc1at10n of Former Intelligence Offlcers
- {AFIO)." : , o )

(b) "Because these,stories are in part based on the SRR
exper1ences of U.S. Intelligence Personnel, and - -+
it is the desire of the producers not to endanger ;a_.
- the lives of working intelligence officers, this
.script has been reviewed for national secur1ty R
c]earance by the Central Inte111qence Agency." {f> .

- (5) The proposed name. of the series is "The CIA." ATternat1ve ' '77153191:

titles are ava11ab1e but suffer by comparison. I

(5) A verbat presentation of sample plots is being made to the .

Admiral (and Mr. Hetu) s1mu1taneous1y with de11very of th]S mnmorandum




